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Important Monthly Indicators 


No Ve 
INDUS TRIAL: 1953 
Anthracite Production 
Bituminous Coal Prod. 
Construction Contracts 
Copper Production ret. 
Copper Deliveries ret. 
Newsprint Production (net tons). 565,561 
Newsprint Shipments tnet tons!}.. $82,297 
Rayon Yarn Deliveries (tpounds).. 62,700 
Steel ingot Production (net tons) 6,76! 
Zinc Production (net tons).ceseeeee 75,830 
Zinc Shipments inet tons)... 68,664 
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FINANCIAL: 


Rank Debits, Total U. S. 

Bank Debits, Ne Ye ° 

Debits, Outside N.Y.¢ 

sond Sales Ne Te 

Bond Sales Am. Stock En. 
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Losses ($) 

insurance ales 
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Januar ye 
february 
March... 
April . 
May..«- 
JSUNEw ees 
Julyeces 
August.. 
September. 
October.. 
November. 
December. 


Nov. 
1952 


3,405 
41,195 
1,248,803 
100,075 
125,338 
553,277 
589,416 
73,600 
9,440 
78,563 
90,756 


Oct. 
1952 


6,202 
103,647 
7,148 
7,424 


Ava. 
1953 


114,32) 
204,059 
222,048 


44,400 


Oct. 
1953 


Bank Clearings for Individual Cities— November 1953 and 1952 


(Thousands of Dollars) 


Nov. 1953 
Bos foMecceces 
Philadelphia. 
Buttalo.... 510,491 
Pittsburgh. 1,578,458 
Cleveland.. 1,971,546 

| 

| 


2,490,866 
4,479,000 


Cincinnati. ,O18, 456 

Baltimore. » 254,888 

kKichmond... 772,94) 

Atlanta..+. 1,364,900 

New Orleans 693,315 

Memphis.. 577,524 
hicago.. 3,823,322 

Detroit. 2,499,674 

St. Loui |, 460,009 
Louvisvil 717,549 

Minneapo 1,427,469 

Kansas Ci , 

Omaha... 

Denver... 

Dallas.. 

Hous ton... 

San Franc 

Portland, 

Seattie.. 


Nov. 1952 
2,343,155 
4,442,000 

449,003 
1,489,082 
1,742,883 

872,474 


658,220 





Total 24 as 
New York.. 


33,621,057 
33,241,008 





66,862,065 


Bank Clearings for Individual Cities— 1! Months 


{ Thousands 


1| Months 
1953 


Bos ton..-. 26,488,830 
Philadelph 50,649,000 
Buttalo... 5,637,888 
Pittsburgh 186,172,618 
Cleveland. 22,040, 168 
Cincinnati 11,369,972 
Baltimore. 14,053,097 
Richmond.. 8,274,267 
Atlanta... ; 15,008, 600 
New Orleans.. 7 
Memphis... 5 
Chicago... 
Detroit... 
SPs LOukhGes 
Lovisvill 
Minneapo 
Kansas 
Umana. 
Denver. 
Dallas. 

US TON. 
Fran 
Fortiand 


2,an 


s@attie.. 


of Doltars) 
1} Months 
1952 


26,041,205 
51,161,000 

5,145,507 
17,300,462 
19,942,005 
10,220,878 
12,922,412 

1,844,252 
14,713,700 

7,175,759 

5,389,945 
40,715,585 
25,578,719 
14,513,087 
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lotal 24 


New York 


380,702,995 
416,800,270 
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Summary of Bank Clearings—Monthly—1950 to Date 
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Dollars) 
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374,060,496 


300,199,034 





164,259,530 
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Total... 2,914.0 


Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures—Monthly— 1950 to Date 
(00K 


Failures Current Liabilities Omitted) Omitted) 


{OOC 


~anvuery-. 
February 
March... 


August... 
Septembe 
Oc tober.... 
November 
December 


Total... 


1951 95 19: 


$21,685 
16,009 
17,652 
17,064 
23, 
22,773 
21,088 
26,417 
26,643 
29,742 
17,567 


COA 
JV" 





Revised. 








$259,547 §248,: $286,098 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price Index Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price Index—1951 to Date 


BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 1953 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR tin 
BGeacok 6.! 
INDEX OF WHOLESALE COMMODITY PRICES (REVISED) 1947-49=100 © Sd 6-25 
B0.cee 6.25 
Nov. Oct. Sept. Nov. QT aces 6.22 
1953 1953 1953 1952 Jeccce 6.13 
Group: -IWeecee 6.19 
Weecece 6.20 
ALL COMMODITIES... cece cccccccccceessesess 109.8 110.2 tit.0 110.7 B4ccce 6.21 
Devecoe 6.28 
tO... 6.28 
Ferm PreducCtsccccccccceccecessesecece 95.3 98.1! 103.6 IJecece 6.42 
Processed Foods secs ccceccceeseeseces 104.7 106.6 107.7 Qhiaee 6.41 
All Commodities Other Then Sleeces 6.32 
Farm Products and Foods..seeeeees 114.6 14.7 112.8 Veeeece 6.32 
Textile Products and Apparel....s+e.- 96.9 98.6 14.... 6.35 
Hides, Skins & Leather Products.....-. 99.7 97.6 Qi.wee 6.38 
Fuel, Power & Lighting Materials..... 110.9 106.7 28...- 6.42 
Chemicals and Allied Products...eeee- 106.7 103.5 May Seeeeee 6.43 
Metals and Metal Products....ceeeeees 128.5 123.9 Méy I2.--6. 6.42 
Machinery and Motive Products..seeee- 124.0 121.4 May !9...6.. 6.4) 
Furniture, Other Household Durables... t14.9 114.9 112.1 May 26..... 6.47 
Non-Metallic Minerals - Structurel.-. 1120.8 120.7 114.5 June Qeeees 6.56 
Rubber and Products.cccecccccccessers 124.3 124.0 126.4 JUNE Dewees 6.54 
Lumber and Products.ccccccseceseveses 1725 119.2 19.7 June 16.... 6.51 
Pulp, Paper and Allied Products.-.e+++ [17.3 115.5 June 23.46. 6.57 
Tobacco Mires. & Bottle Beverages.... I18.1 110.8 June 30.... 6.54 
Miscellaneous ....eeeees pencasece 93.2 105.7 July 7eeees 6.62 
July 14... 6.74 
July 2l.ee- 6.75 
July 286.... 6.70 
Auge 4eeees 6.6? 
‘ os e beec e 
United States Consumer Price Index (Cost of Living) ok _ er 
Aug. y > 6.73 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS Sept. |!.. 6.61 
Sept. 8.. 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR Sept. 15. 
. Sept. 22. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX Sept. 29. 
Jct. 
Revised Series: 1947-49 = !100 Oct. 
Oct. 20... 
Nov. Oct. Oct. Qi es 
1953 Nov. 
Groups: Nov. 
Nov. 
ALL PTEMBcccccccceocceeseseccoceeeeseses 


Z| SRRERERERELERELELEEEEEELELEL ETT Dec. 

Hous i ndgecccccccccccccccesecssccscessese . Dec. 

Mn nn ctoniecsn on ontecuaaeien Dec. 29.06. Se he 

Transportation......-- Serres ; ‘ eae aati es 
Medical Care..seeeeeececees 22.8 , Average.. $6.97 
Personal Car€..-ceeecceees ‘ 

Reading and Recreation Notes The Wholesale food Price index represents the sum total of 
Other Goods and Services 120.2 ; the price per pound of 31 toodstutts in general use. 


Daily Wholesale Price Index of 30 Basic Commodities 


Compited by Dun & Bradstreet, iInc., trom wholesale quota 
furnished by the United Press Associations. (!9320-32=!100) 


United States and Foreign Wholesale Price Index N Dec. New ct. sept. 


1953 


275.32 
Base Oct. Sept. 276.33 


Year 1953 1953 


U. S. (Be. Le Sedu ee 1947-49 110.2 
CanaddeccccseseveeestI35=39 
Austrl@ccccccccccececset tS 
Denmark... o+e+e1948 
Finland. 

Frances«s.-. 

Greece... 

Guatemala. 

Indl@eceee 

Norway.-.- o2eee1948 
Philipines .cccceseeeeeel D949 
Sweden.. ccccocccoe I 9E8 
Ue. Ke (Bde of Tr.).2---1948 


Australlea.. 

Belgium.... 

Brazil... 

Costa Ric@ececccccecs 
Dominican Republic.... 
GErManyessccccereecee ee I 948 
btalweeecccccccosceccec t OSE 
SODOR ce cccccccccccscccec I VEG 
Lebanon.ccccccccsessese I V948 
Mentc@ccocsccecscecscccse ( 94G 
Morocco, FrecececceceeelD4B 
Ne thertands 


Turkeyecees 
Unton South Atrica...--1948 
venezuela 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 


November 1953 and 1952 


The following table gives monthly building permit wives by cities and by geographical regions. The tigures represent estimated 
bullding costs under permits issued to prospective buliders within the corporate limits of the cities enumerated. They include new 
residential and new non-residential buildings, as well as additions, alterations, and repairs. Land costs ere not included. The 
date are compiled trom reports turnished monthly to Dun & Bradstreet, Ince, by the bullding departments of the various cities. 

November November October November November 


1953 1952 1953 1953 1952 
South Attlantics 


Oc tober 
1953 
New England: 

Boston, Mass...«.. 


Bridgeport, Conn.... 
Bristol, Conn....-. 
Brockton, Mass 
Cambridge, Mass 
Chelsea, MassS.ee-e, 
Everett, Mass.. 

Fall River, Mass...-. 
Fitchburaq, Mass...-. 


Greenwich, 


Harttord, Conn..--- 
Haverhill, Mass 
Holyoke, Mass..«.-. 


Lawrence, 
Lowell, Mass 


Lynn, Mass... 
Manchester, N. 
Medtord, Mass 
New Bedtord, Mass... 


New Britain, 


New Heaven, Conn.. 


Newton, 


Norwalk, Conn 


Portltiand, Me 
Providence, 


Somerville, Mass.... 
Springtield, Mass... 
Stamtord, Conn 
Waterbury, Conn.. 
West Harttord, Conn.. 
Worcester, MassSe.. 


Total New England... 


Middle Atlantic: 


Manhattan 
Manhattan 


Brooklyn 
Brooklyn.. 
Queens... 


Richmond..e«+e-. 


Richmond 


Tote! N. Y. 


(#) New Work. 


Albany. N. 
Allentown, 


Altoona, Pa... 
Atlantic City, N. 


Auburn, N. 
Bayonne, N. 


Binghamton, N. 


Butftelo, N. 
Camden, N. J 


East Orange, N. J..- 
Elizebeth, N. 


Elmira, N. 
Erie, 
Harrisbura, 


Jamestown, N. 
Jersey City, N. 
Lancaster, Paeweseses 
Mount Vernon, N. 


Newark, N. 


New Brunswick, 
New kKochelle, 
Niegera Falis, N. 
Philadelphia, 


Pittsburgh, 


Poughkeepsie, 


Keading, 


kKochester, N. 
Schenectady, Ne 


2cranton, 
Syracuse, 
Troy, N. 

Utica, N. 


Watertown, N. 

White Plains, N. 
Witkes Barre, 
Wiltilemsport, 
Wilmington, Dela 


Yonkers, N. 
York, 


Total Middle Atl. 


$2,083,847 
475,555 
559,485 
176,873 
117,031 
63,139 
99,935 
88,765 
180,566 
708,725 
531,962 
92,225 
152,900 
74,150 
59, 445 
190,262 
968,814 
131,125 
88,630 
299,650 
1,877,786 
625,907 
467,508 
246,665 
1,724,750 
247,183 
56,444 
34,385 
790,717 
1,163,594 
221,275 
906,216 
1,413,415 


$938,917 
437,695 
229,605 
388,860 
117,350 
25,!25 
220,207 
410,450 
102,065 
997,765 
573,061 
34,095 
71,675 
18,342 
53,615 
209, 250 
327,927 
104,410 
111,760 
279,030 
1,409,097 
1,134,936 
597,358 
324,410 
264,600 
155,209 
81,902 
42,825 
544,194 
700,600 
680,950 
814,387 
2, 406, 230 





$16,918,929 


$13,606, 500 
4,713,020 
12,854, 400 
1,731,200 
1,561,190 
957,035 
11,774,005 
967,325 
789,650 
83,493 


$1,928,647 
3, 228,339 
172,819 
367,825 
250,73! 
24,920 
158,284 
125,397 
146,575 
855,470 
805,313 
99,815 
326, 300 
69,785 
55,555 
150,248 
1,217,884 
255,932 
227,235 
241,585 
810,820 
770,838 
838,920 
402,240 
4,499,615 
295,875 
133,975 
42,515 
983,800 
1,227,720 
1,246,225 
3,976,831 
1,082,425 





$14,807,902 


$9,270, 400 
1,263,750 
10,108, 100 
1,215,300 
7,060,950 
780,340 
7,572,700 
252,140 
496,750 
1,077,060 





$49,037,818 


(¢) Alterations. 


$372,793 
347,220 
122,595 
147,215 
26,405 
70,535 
179,750 
1,010,164 
536,805 
128,682 
105,955 
70,880 
1,252,947 
186,237 
94,885 
299,150 
29,760 
93,575 
354,590 
80,354 
288 ,683 
410,146 
6,799,540 
2,173,366 
34,300 
1,230,061 
2,804,645 
269,756 
39,4691 
449,372 
154,805 
423,350 
26,871 
647,82 
167,769 
71,668 
197,14, 
7,151,801 
174,088 


, 
» 
, 





$78,0¢ 3, 194 


$39,097,490 


$844,605 
410,050 
151,838 
129,587 
58,400 
51,605 
466,308 
744,355 
155,720 
75,345 
70,740 
55,655 
1,095,276 
340,613 
226,182 
534,500 
520, 471 
166,335 
156,540 
i5,850 
788,934 
913,479 
8,179,050 
2,619,592 
50,680 
285,637 
581,530 
213,167 
16,333 
674,005 
454,375 
101,700 
5, 34 
»755 


Pa. 
>, <OY¥ 





$27,020,458 


$17,660,500 
6,465, 260 
1,918,250 
392,275 
9,210,434 
1,171,355 
10,554,397 
8,380,330 
490, 200 
449, 400 





$56,692, 40! 


$1,049,894 
581,590 
86,695 
276,145 
52, 400 
243,930 
424,540 
3,249, 288 
410,465 
260,169 
212,215 
137,290 
1,233,981 
424,122 
167,851 
162,995 
144,712 
135,410 
800,037 
242,740 
771,270 
1,005,478 
11,730,710 
2,472,530 
277,825 
665,211 
2,609,975 
376,979 
158,940 
2,384,906 
221,353 
280,475 
50,968 
904,900 
89,653 
116,033 
4,271,761 
2,294,805 


CO ~ 7 
1,291,678 





$99,264, 320 


Asheville, N. C..--- 
Atlanta, Ga 
Augusta, Ga.. 
Baltimore, Md.... 
Cherleston, S. C. 
Charlotte, Ne. C.ce- 
Coral Gables, Fla.. 
Greensboro, N. C.. 
Greenville, S. C... 
Jacksonville, 
Lynchburg, 

Macon, 

Miami, 

Miami Beach, 


Nortolik, Va..--. 


Richmona, 
ROANOKE, Vee. 
Savennah, G 
Tampe, 
Washington, 
Winston Salem, N. 


Total So.Atlantic.. 


East Centrals 
Akron, Ohlo.... 
Bay City, Mich... 
Berwyn, 
Bluefield, W. Va...- 
Canton, Ohio...e.e-. 
Chicago, 
Cincinnati, Ohlo.... 
Clarksburg, W. Va... 
Cleveland, Ohio..... 
Columbus, Ohio...... 
Dayton, Ohio.w.ceccees 
Detroit, Michecccees 
East St. Louis, | IIs... 
Evanston, Iils.....- 
Evansville, 
Flint, Mich.cccccee 
Fort Wayne, Indeweee 
Gerry,» UNdeccccccccses 
Grand kKapids, Mich.. 
Green Bay, 
Hammond, 
Huntington, W. 
indianapolis, 
Lansing, Mich 
Lima, 
Louisville, Ky 
Madison, Wiscwreees 
Milwavkee, Wisc... 
Newark, Ohlo..cecees 
Oak Park, 
Peoria, 
Pontiac, Mich... 
Quincy, 
Racine, 
Rock tord, 
Saginaw, Mich 
South Bend, 
Sprinagtield, 
Sprinagtield, Ohio... 
Superior, Wisc 
Terre Haute, 


Wavkegan, 

Wheeling, . 
Youngstown, Ohio... 
Zanesville, Ohio.... 


Total East Central.. 


South Centrals 
Abilene, 
Amarillo, 
Austin, 
Beaumont, 
Birmingham, Ala..... 
Chattanooga, Tenn.. 
Dallas, 
El Paso, Texas 
Fort Smith, Ark 
Fort Worth, Texas... 
saliveston, Texas.... 
Houston, Texas..cee. 
Jackson, 
Knoxville, 
Little Rock, 
Memphis, 
Mobi le, 


$256, 732 
11,274,667 
424,345 
9,798,102 
141,939 


2,973,864 


923,690 
669,435 


395,054 





$46,213,936 


$1,854,306 
459,552 
238,219 
6,935 
3,110,315 
11,861,300 
3,843,770 
109,565 
10,232, 300 


47,825 
41,780 
579,804 
1,921,941 
352,850 
359,800 
2,020, 427 
25,025 


$277,468 
2,466, 700 
117,835 
5,867,586 
96,440 
2,385,867 
901,570 


314,625 
873,682 
2,353,587 
524,806 





$26,352,714 


$1,557,842 
5,481 
144,990 
77,492 
262,803 
19,763,600 
3,943,750 
70,975 
3,467,000 
2,115,400 


55,225 
76,345 
724,930 
1,318,650 
309, 205 
239,250 
758,504 
25,825 


$248,889 
3,957,931 
138,88! 
3,908,514 
195,076 
1,300,628 
2,104,513 
748,696 
321,350 
4,949,793 
345,838 
265,758 
3,262,750 
1,262,378 
1,231,950 
1,134,935 
1,023,343 
275,080 
2,745,356 
3,687,255 
906, 396 








$76,524,092 


$2,972,531 
898,648 
1,391,750 
487,937 
1,145,719 
321,414 
9,228,033 
834,500 
287,098 
2,801,418 
112,912 
13,803,091 
820,562 
385,500 
383,095 
3,874,863 
576,275 





$68,994,047 


$863,511 


$34,015,310 


$1,656,062 
226,597 
474,835 
61,555 
391,302 
20,949, 400 
8,080,500 
76,208 
3,956,300 
2,453,390 
1,543,775 
12,437,894 
81,21) 
923,750 
947,379 
4,341,105 
677,916 
1,642,388 
588,705 
471,250 
825,734 
3,057,467 
3,581,897 
1,908, 





$94,164,738 


$334,027 
1,204,396 
2,424,539 
2,264,315 
4,335,594 
497,580 
6,916,022 
1,026,323 
384,139 
3,400,329 
250,195 
9,953,550 
740,385 
336,355 
425,458 
3,990,237 
482,340 


(Continued on tollowing page.) 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 


November 1953 and 1952 


Cents (Cont.) 
Montgomery, Ala... 
Muskogee, Okla.... J 90 6 Butte, 
Nashville, Tenn... 10 7.75! ) 036 lored 
New Orleans, La... 
Oklahoma City, Okla eat 
Port Arthur, lexés ; Ugden, 
San Angelo, lexas. 2 , :: Phoe: 
San Antonio, Texas Pueblo, 
Shreveport, la.... ott t 
Tulsa, Okle....... 

Waco, Texas.... 
Wichite 


O« 


Mo u 


KHoise, 


ntaings 
idaho. - 
Mont... 

Spr ir 
ver, Pees 
Falls, M 
Utah... 
Ariz. 


Ver 
r 


Falls, Texas 











Total So. Central $53,394,798 
West Centrals 
Cedar kKapids, 
Davenport, 
Des Moines, lowa... 
Dubvaque, towé...... 
Duluth, Minn..... 
fargo, Ne D..eees 
Kansas City, Kas. 
Kansas City, Mo.. 
Lincoln, Neb..... 
Minneapolis, Minn 
Omahe, Neb....... 
St. Joseph, Mo... 
t. Lovis, Mo...... 
St. Paul, Minn.... 
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Failures in Large Cities—November and 11 Months 1953, 1952 and 1951 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





CHRISTMAS SALES SET RECORD 


Consumer spending in December 
rose markedly from the November 
level as Christmas shopping began in 
earnest. It was estimated that Decem- 
ber sales might be 3 per cent above 1952, 
the previous record month. 

Total retail sales in November were 
placed at $14 billion. This was un- 
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month-to-month decrease was some- 
what less than is customary. 
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mained noticeably above the corre- 
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